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On the long, tiresome flights overseas | r¢
tinely take, I am always looking for a way
ward off boredom. | take along my IPOD a
portable DVD player, and | look for interes
ing books to read. This is how | came to kn
about Raymond Berry, the football star fe
tured in this
month’s pamphlet.
Somehow | saw a
ad for the book ti-
tled, "The Greatest
Game Ever," which
describes the 195§
NFL championship
game, along with
the teams and the
season which led up
to that contest.

The author, Mark Bowden, did a mastert
job with the story, and seemed intrigued w|
Berry, devoting an entire chapter to him. A
read of this mild mannered overachieve
became just as intrigued, especially as | r
the references to his respect for God. This
me on a quest to learn more about this n
and | was delighted to find he was a bc
again Christian. | hope you enjoy reading t
story as much as | enjoyed writing it.

I have always been impressed by people
pursue excellence in their profession. | g
remember watching Roy Clark play the bai
years ago and being amazed at how his n
ble fingers roamed the strings and made 1
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sic that seemed almost beyond the ability of mortal memsh't
a particular fan of country music but | couldn't help but aem
the incredible effort and thousands of hours of practice un& N
have put in to enable him to play that well.

p—

| read an interesting story in the biography of the gest
Kathryn Kuhlman. She had gone to a print shop and ordered f
ers to advertise some meetings she was holding. When she|wen
to pick up the fliers she was appalled at the sloppyhelptinter
had done. There were numerous mistakes. When she protgested
that this was totally unacceptable, the printer told Rafell, |

knew | had made a few mistakes, but | figured that sincenths
for a religious event it didn't matter that much." Kathvyas fu-
rious and indignantly told the man she represented théegtep
cause and organization in the world, and that on her hoare
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The fliersawedone.

Too often Christians have tended toward sloppingss
and a lack of diligence in spiritua
things. The Bible is read haphaz-
ardly and only when a few sparg
moments can be found. Sundgy
school teachers approach their
classes with little preparation
Prayer is rushed and not taken sefi-
ously. Church services become
routine with little creativity or
thought for improvement.

As James would put it, "My breth;
ren, these things ought not to be
We truly do represent the greategt
organization in the world. As sig-
nificant as the 1958 championship
game may have been to pro foof-
ball, it was still just a game. It was
entertainment. The lives we touch and the effects we bade

not have upon our communities and our world have eternal ¢on-
sequences.
Let us learn from our brother Raymond Berry and seek tsbg a

diligent in our walk with the Lord and in the ministry Has
called us to as Raymond was in his football career. "Ahdtw
ever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord" (Colossia@8)3:




Spirit of Grace Ministries does not have the benefi  t of being supported by
a local church. In our overseas meetings, we do not receive offerings—we
pay for the privilege of ministry. We depend upon G od to move on the
hearts of American Christians to enable us to procl aim the gospel of Je-
sus and train God’s servants for effective ministry in the developing na-
tions where they have few resources of their own.

Will you pray about becoming a Friend of Grace? Thi s is a program
whereby you commit to supporting SOGM for one year with a gift of $25
per month or more. The gifts could be given monthly or in one lump sum.

We share DVDs of Dennis’ mission trips with our fri ends, along with teach-
ing CDs which will help you in your walk with Jesus

It would also be a great blessing for us to receive gifts es-
pecially designated for each specific_mission outre ach.
Most of our Friends of Grace income is needed for s ala-
ries, office needs, and postage. It is your special gifts that
enable us to do the mission outreaches.

If this ministry is a blessing to you, please consi der be-
coming one of our friends.




