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I would not expect to hear much about Christ 
in a liberal church, but then I hardly ever at-
tend such churches so 
that is not much of an 
issue for me. Sadly, even 
in evangelical churches I 
too often hear Christless 
sermons. I am not sug-
gesting that they aren’t 
good sermons, well-
delivered sermons, or 
even Biblical sermons. 
They may well be all of 
those. But somehow Je-
sus has ended up being 
left out. 
 
These sermons may be 
filled with good points, 
Biblical concepts, and 
Scriptures given to back 
up each point. But there 
is no Jesus. The great 
Charles Spurgeon had 
much to say on this sub-
ject. I read his comments 
in my early years as a pastor, and I never for-
got them. In his book, The Soul Winner, 
Spurgeon wrote: 
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In a desperate attempt to be rele-
vant, many evangelical pastors are 
customizing their sermons to meet 
the “here and now” needs of their 
people. They search the Scriptures 
for principles that will make for suc-
cess, strengthen relationships, and 
improve self-image. These Scrip-
tures then form the basis of their 
sermons, which essentially declare, 
“If you do a, b, and c, you will re-
ceive x, y, and z.” 
 
There is usually truth in what they 
are saying but it is not the entire 
truth. God’s word is indeed filled 

with principles that can vastly improve our lives and situations, 
and there is certainly nothing wrong with instructing God’s peo-
ple in these concepts. But the principles of God are made to work 
in conjunction with a steadfast gaze toward the Lord Jesus. Di-
vorcing the principles of God from Jesus Christ leads to disaster. 
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Like most ministries SOGM has 
been affected by our nation’s 
economic crisis. Due to a slow-
down in contributions we have 
found it necessary to postpone 
the Philippines ministry trip un-
til June. All of our missions out-
reaches are begun in faith—we 
must begin making prepara-
tions months before the actual 
events. Until now, SOGM has 
never had to postpone a meet-
ing due to a lack of funds, but 
these are difficult times for 
many of God’s people, and it is 
certainly understandable that 
many cannot give as they once 
did. We appreciate your prayers 
and any financial support you 
can give us during this difficult 
time. We are trusting God for 
the funds necessary to do the 
Philippines trip next month! 

 

Unknowingly pastors are often guilty of bringing their people back under 
the law. While they mock the preachers from previous generations who 
railed against lipstick and movies, they, themselves are every bit as legalis-
tic, but in a different guise. They now preach a gospel of justification and 
success by principles alone. Any attempts at success in this life that leave 
out Jesus are a form of legalism – follow the rules, receive the blessing. 
 
 
 

Jesus has declared Himself the bread of life. As we feed continually on 
Him, we will then find God’s principles bringing about marvelous results 
in our lives. Or as Paul put it, “But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who 
became for us wisdom from God and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption that, as it is written, "He who glories, let him glory in the 
Lord.''  
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