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You have heard the argument many tim
“Why should we worry about evangelizing

Africa when we have many people in our oy
neighborhoods who are unsaved? Let's wQ
about our own back-
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gospel to all creation.it was Jesus who said“You shall re-

ceive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and

shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Jadeh
Samaria, and to the end of the eartknd it was Jesus who de-
clared in what we refer to as the Great Commission: “Go theg
fore and make disciples of all the nations...” Evidently ourdLd
thinks we might do well to be concerned for His kingdom K
yond our own backyard.

Even if Jesus hadn't specifically commanded us to go, plain
sense of fairness should compel us to look beyond our |
situations. America has resources that most of thengabf the
world can only dream about. The average American Chris
who has a heart to study the Bible has more tools thdndwes

what to do with. He has computer software, Bible commmsta
Christian TV, Christian radio, and dozens of churchéhinva

yard first.” | have to
admit a little bias in
this area. Doing Afri-
can missions fre-
quently, | cannot
clam to be com-
pletely impartial.
Nevertheless, partia
or not, there are some¢
basic arguments for
world missions that
are so irrefutable, |
wonder how thinking
men and women car
make such foolish

few miles of his home. He|
can go to the Internet ang
read the sermons of greg
men of God, read account
of the great revivals, and
download enough Bible

pied for a dozen lifetimes.

has one Bible, and maybe
couple of well worn Chris-
majority have not been tg

Bible School, and their pri-
mary exposure to God's

statements.

No one can deny that we can and must
what we can to win our neighbors and lift
Jesus in our own neighborhoods and our
tion. That is a given. But to infer that th
means we should ignore the spiritual plight
the other nations of the world is hardly rg
sonable. First of all, our Lord is the One w
has charged the church with a concern
worldwide evangelism and ministryt was
Jesus who commandedHis first generation
disciples to “go into the world and preach t

word has been to listen to sermons by other pastocs aldo

teachings to keep him occut

The average African pastof

tian books or pamphlets. The

e-

N

pcal

ia

UvJ

174

have never been to Bible School. For Americans to come-al¢ng

side our poorer African brothers and sisters and shainetlvem

in evangelizing, and provide resources for those who deaire t
ing in the word of God simply makes us, in the words ofisles
“unprofitable servants.” We are doing what is our dutgtdo

There is another compelling reason to be involved in wortd n
sions today. There is no denying that the greatest spihtual
vest in the world today is going on outside the borders of
United States. | could do two evangelistic meetings, orteen
United States and the other in Africa. | could spendséme
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money, pray the same amount of time, and preach the senmens. Yet while in America | might see a handful

profess faith in Christ, in Africa it would more likebe hundreds and sometimes thousands. This is Gatksfor
the nations of Africa and other nations of the world ti@ate gone on for thousands of years in spiritual darkness.

nations.

On a personal note, | have one more reason for believirl]g so
strongly in God'’s concern for these nations. Throughbet|t
history of Sprit of Grace Ministries, | have seen God €dm
through again and again to supply our needs and enablefus to
do missions throughout the world. | don’t think anyone
been more amazed than me to see the way God does thig tim
and time again. | have come to conclude that thid igbalut
God's love for the people of the world. It is not about
preaching or writing ability, and certainly not about my fu
raising ability. On one of the government forms we had td fill
out we were asked to describe our fund-raising activitigds

didn’'t really know what to write. We have none. | finally
wrote that we put out newsletters that share what wa
produce DVD’s of our mission trips. In my heart | knewttha
the real truth is simply that our Father loves His @¢oeatand yearns for the gospel of Jesus Christ to db forall
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Many of you have partnered with us in this concern for“thbes and tongues and peoples and nations” of|the

world. | often thank you, but | know that it is not myatiks that is motivating you. It is the smile of the OrV

came to seek and save the lost.
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We would greatly appreciate your prayers for
Dennis as he ministers in the Philippines this
month. Dennis will be conducting a leadership
conference as well as preaching in evangelistic
meetings in late June. Pray for God to pour out
His Spirit and grace upon these meetings and all
who will attend them. The Filipino people are a
wonderful people but the vast majority of them
are Catholic with no knowledge of the new birth.
Pray that eyes may be opened and that Jesus
may become real to many!




