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“For Christ's sake” used to be a phrase that 
Christians would insert into their prayers, usu-
ally at the end. Somehow the secular world 
took those words and began to use them as 
slang. Today the phrase has pretty much gone 
out of fashion, especially in the language of 
prayer. Strangely, I've heard some preachers 
even mock the use 
of this phrase. Us-
ing a sarcastic tone 
they tell how some 
believers may pray 
for some blessing 
"for Christ's sake." 
They then go on 
ridicule such an 
approach, stating 
that the blessings 
we desire are not 
for Christ's sake, 
but for our own. At 
this point the con-
gregation usually 
laughs heartily, 
marveling that anyone could be so unenlight-
ened as to pray in such a fashion. 
 
The truth is, the old-timers had it right. "For 
Christ's sake" is a very legitimate phrase to 
use in praying. When it comes to asking and 
receiving from God the fundamental question 
that must be resolved is this: Why should God 
answer our prayers? Some have concluded 
that God is like a cosmic Santa Claus, giving 
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gifts to the good little boys and girls and withholding them from 
the naughty ones. Clearly, God is very much pro-morality, but if 
you come before the Holy One of Israel, expecting blessings due 
to your good behavior in recent days, you are in big trouble. 
 
Even on your best days you (and I and everybody else) are woe-
fully deficient. Now I don't normally like the use of acrostics 
since they often force the use of words that are not the best 
choice, but I am going to make an exception here. Grace can be 
thought of in this fashion: 
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Any favor or blessing we de-
sire of the Father must be 
based on Jesus. For this reason 
we are commanded to pray in 
His name. When we pray in the 
name of Jesus we are basing 
our requests on Jesus Himself: 
His cross, His resurrection, His 
blood, and His righteousness. 
Only as we base our prayers on 
Jesus can we reasonably expect 
a positive response to our re-
quests. Because of Jesus, our 
High Priest, we can, as the 
Scripture says, come boldly 
unto the throne of grace that 
we may obtain mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. 

Again and again the Scriptures emphasize that grace and bless-
ings from the Father come through Jesus. "The law was given 
through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ" (John 1:17). In Ephesians we read, "Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ ." In Phi-
lippians Paul writes, "And my God shall supply all your need 
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." 
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We appreciate you! This year has 
been a test of faith for many Ameri-
can believers and ministries—and 
that includes SOGM. It has taken 
some cutbacks, some Spirit-led crea-
tivity, and most importantly, faith in 
our Jehovah-Jireh to enable us to 
carry on the work God has called us 
to do in this year of economic difficul-
ties. Our theme for this year has been 
from Jeremiah 17, where God’s word 
promises that those who trust in God 
and make Him their hope will be like 
trees planted by the waters—their 
leaves will not wither and they will not 
cease from yielding fruit. 

 
Thanks for your faithful support of 
SOGM! We appreciate you! Please 
feel free to share any prayer needs 
you have with us. Dennis reads every 
note, every email, and every prayer 
request sent to this ministry. 
 
May our Lord fill your life with His 
righteousness, peace, and joy as you 
abide in our True Vine, the Lord Je-
sus Christ! 

 

So why should God bless you? Why should He answer your prayers? It is 
only because you are in Christ - you have come to the Father in Jesus' 
name and in His righteousness. We recognize fully that we are not being 
blessed because of our own goodness. We are not like the proud man in 
Jesus' parable who reminded the Father that he was not like other men - 
adulterers or tax collectors. He proudly reminded God of his twice per 
week fasting and his diligent tithing, but in the end he went from his time 
of prayer as a condemned man. He had not come to the Father in the only 
righteousness that impresses Him - the righteousness of His own Son. 
 
If you want an effective prayer life, you must saturate your mind and your 
prayers with Jesus. We are commanded to seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness. When we do this we are told that all that we need 
will be added to us. But where can we find God's righteousness? Shall we 
find it in fasting and long prayers? Will it be discovered in solemn vows 
and resolutions? Can it be had by sacrificing all that is dear to us? 
 
No, God's righteousness is found in Jesus Christ, for "He made Him who 
knew no sin to be sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him." When we come to the Father in the name of Jesus and base 
our petitions on His righteousness, we will be heard for Christ's sake. 
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